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The Sopemea Group acquires UK-based industrial testing laboratory 

Leading French environmental testing company expands into UK market with 
acquisition of Devon-based PARC Ltd 

Paris, France - The Sopemea Group, a leading French environmental testing company, today 
announced the acquisition of UK-based laboratory PARC Ltd (Product Assessment and Reliability 
Centre). This will enable Sopemea to supplement and extend its service offerings to British industry 
and to its many French customers present in the United Kingdom. Both companies share an identical 
test offering for industries in the energy, defence, air and land transportation sectors. 

A subsidiary of Apave, a global provider of inspection services to organisations in the construction, oil 
and gas, renewables and marine energy sectors, Sopemea has over 130 employees. The company 
operates three laboratories in France which specialise in the environmental testing of materials and 
equipment across numerous sectors including aerospace, defence, rail, energy, nuclear, automotive, 
electronics and medical. Customers include Airbus, Boeing, Alstom, Thalès, Eurotunnel, SNCF, RATP, 
Volvo, Renault-Nissan and EDF. 

Based in Bideford, Devon, PARC has almost 20 years testing experience in such areas as vibration, 
shock, climatic, salt spray, ingress protection, altitude and HALT tests (Highly Accelerated Life 
Testing). Accredited under No. 2379 by the UKAS British national accreditation body (the UK 
equivalent of COFRAC in France), PARC is a 900 m² laboratory fitted out with a fleet of five 
electrodynamic vibration tables and 24 controlled environment chambers. The company has 18 
employees. 

Commented Stéphane Torrez, Chairman of the Sopemea Group: “This acquisition is a great 
opportunity to establish a base outside our borders for the first time and in a territory with a huge 
potential. PARC gives us the opportunity to support our customers’ international activities by being 
present locally and offering them a full range of testing and maintenance services." 

Richard Tabor, General Manager of PARC said: “I'm delighted PARC is now part of the Sopemea  
Group. It will enable the laboratory to pursue its development by providing its British customers with 
the full range of services from a renowned leader." 

 
About the Sopemea Group 
The Sopemea Group is a subsidiary of Apave. It operates a group of laboratories specialising in environmental 
testing for industrial organisations in the power, defence, air and ground transportation sectors. With over 130 
employees, the company has been providing specialist mechanical, vibratory, climatic and electrical testing 
since 1948. It is also involved in upstream test engineering and consultancy on projects aimed at qualifying 
customer equipment. Customers include Airbus, Boeing, Alstom, Thalès, Eurotunnel, SNCF, RATP, Volvo, 
Renault-Nissan, and EDF. www.sopemea.fr  

 

http://www.sopemea.fr/
http://www.sopemea.fr/


About PARC 
PARC is a leading UKAS accredited environmental test laboratory, providing a one-stop solution for 
environmental testing of manufactured products. With modern equipment and an experienced team, PARC’s 
highly responsive and flexible service offers a range of tests including: vibration/shock, high/low temperature, 
humidity, thermal shock, corrosion, ingress protection (IP), impact, altitude & HALT.  This service is provided to 
all major industry types including aerospace, automotive, defence, electronics, marine, medical, oil & gas, rail, 
telecoms, highways, power generation & renewables. 
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